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ABSTRACT

Hsi-an Airframe Plant Yen-liang 172 and its flyaway field were first
observed on aerial photography in June 1962. The plant was then in the mid-
stage of construction and had not been connected to its test and flyaway
field. By February 1967 the plant had been completed and a taxiway had
been built connecting the plant to the airfield. In addition, the runway
had been lengthened to its present length| | and the airfield's 25X1
supporting facilities were essentially complete. The plant presently con-
tains over 3.2 million square feet of floor space, and from all appear-
ances was designed to be capable of producing medium to heavy aircraft.
There has, however, been insufficient photographic evidence to date of
such production.

The Sino A, a Chinese designed aircraft based on the MIG-1l9 Farmer
(although somewhat larger), has been observed at this plant on two occa-
sions during 1966 and on four occasions in 196T; however, the exact re-
lationship between the Sino A and this facility has not been determined.

NOTE: This report has been published as an interim Basic Imagery
Interpretation Report with the concurrence of the Defense
Intelligence Agency.
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FIGURE 1. LOCATION MAP
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TNTRODUCTION

Hsi-an Airframe Plant Yen-liang 172 is located in Shensi Province, China
at 34-38-L6N 109-13-34E, approximately 28 nautical miles northeast of the
city of Hsi-an. The plant is served by road and by a spur of the San-chiao
to Tung-chuan rail line.

BASIC DESCRIPTION

When first observed in June 1962, Hsi-an Airframe Plant Yen-liang 172
was in the mid-stage of construction and contained approximately 1.5 million
square feet of floor space. Photographic coverage between June 1962 and
September 1963 revealed no apparent change in the progress of construction.
However, by January 1966, the large workshop/machine shop (Ttem 17), an ad-
ministration/engineering building (Item 10) and the subassembly and adminis-
tration/engineering sections of the final assembly/subassembly building were
completed. The plant presently contains over 3.2 million square feet of
floor space. This total includes the floor space contained in the airfield
support and aircraft maintenance and checkout facilities. These facilities
are located along the northwest side of the parallel texiway and along the
taxiway connecting the plant and the airfield. Additional associated training,
military and support facilities, although illustrated on Figure 3, have not
been included in the floor space tabulation. For the chronological develop-
ment of the plant from June 1962 through August 1967, plus a detailed func-
tional and dimensionzl analysis of facilities, see Figure 3 and its accompa-
nying table.
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The test and flyaway field for Plant 172 is the Yen-liang Airfield.
This airfield has an \eas'b—northeast/west-southwcst serve- 25X1
iceable concrete runway, a parallel taxiway, two end-connecting links, five
crossover links, three parking aprons, three alert aprons and two mainte-
nance aprons. Other airfield features include 25 hardstands (20 of which
were revetted), a test revetment, two loading/maintenance pits and a taxiway
connecting the airfield to the airframe plant.

Although there has been insufficient photographic evidence to date to
support the production of medium to heavy aircraft, the dimensions of the
final assembly/subassembly buildings, the test revetment and taxiway, the
airfield runway and the overall plant floor space suggest that this plant
was designed to be capable of such production. The Sino A, a Chinese ver=-
sion of the MIG-19 Farmer, but somewhat larger, has been observed at this
plant on two occasions during 1966 (May and August) and on four occasions
during 1967 (June, October, November and December). It has also been ob-
served at the Pei-ching/Nan-yuan Airfield (39-46N 116-23E) in February 1966
and at the Tsang-hsien Airfield (38-2LN 116-55E) in September 1967. Be-
cause of the limited photographic evidence to date, the exact relationship
between the Sino A and the Hsi-an Airframe Plant has not been determined.

-3 25X1
TOP SECRET 25X1

Approved For Release 2008/05/15 : CIA-RDP79T00909A001100010005-9




25X1
Approved For Release 2008/05/15 : CIA-RDP79T00909A001100010005-9

0\0
<

Next 1 Page(s) In Document Denied

Q°°0

Approved For Release 2008/05/15 : CIA-RDP79T00909A001100010005-9



Approved For Release 2008/05/15 : CIA-RDP79T00909A001100010005-9 25X1

TOP SECRET
25X1
IMAGERY ANALYSIS SERVICE
REFERENCES
25X1

Maps and Charts

SAC. 15RTS U.S. Air Target Chart, 200 Sheet 0385-6A, 1st edition, Wov 59,
scale 1:200,000 (SECRET)

Documents
At TS

CIA. PIR 1003/6k The Chinese Communist Aircraft Industry. 19bL-1903

April 1964 (SECRET] 25X1,
F> 25X

Requirement

C-RR7-84,536
EXSUBCOM - (R-I1/002-69

CTA/TAS Project

050219AEF

25X1
-6 -

TOP SECRE
Approved For Release 2008/05/15 : CIA-RDP79T00909A001100010005-9

25X1




Approved For Release 2008/05/15 : CIA-RDP79T00909A001100010005-9

Top Secret

Top Secret

Approved For Release 2008/05/15 : CIA-RDP79T00909A001100010005-9



